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B2 o B0RY MY B T Ballet is so much more than a set of beautifully executed movements. It also can tell a story and
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convey emotion through the choreography and dancing. These elements are very important to Top 8 Credit Cards For Those With Excellent”
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Grand Rapids Ballet’s new production of “Dangerous Liaisons,” and they are a specialty of world Credit Sponzored CompareCards.com

renowned choreographer Annabelle Lopez Ochoa. The ballet is based on classic novel “Les Liaisons
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the Tonys big winners complex game of seduction and betrayal. The world premiere of Grand Rapids Ballet's "Dangerous ay b Aelpec pustt Ay Rascat fux kex

exit interview
Liaisons™ by Annabelle Lopez Ochoa opens on Valentine's Day weekend, premiering on Friday, Feb.
Paparazzi not to blame in Bruce Jenner

12. Get 10 know Annabelle Lopez Ochoa and her artistic vision for “Dangerous Liaisons.” -
: S crash that killed woman
Chereographer Annabelle Lopez Ochoa Britain's New Alliance China? 2L

Sponsored The Sovereign Investor

Royal Ballet School 0 'Poltergeist’ trailer and poster are here
rs, Belgium, and danced for 12 years with the Sapino Ballet. Since 2003, Lopez Ochoa has

Colombian-Belgian choreographer Annabelle Lopez Ochoa studied dance at th
of Fland

worked exclusively as a choreographer, and has created works for ballet companies all over the

M
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Daniel Craig 'Spectre’ injury delays latest
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world. She has created works for companies such as the Dutch National Ballet, Ballet National de

Marseille, Ballet Hispanico, Pacific Northwest Ballet, Whim WHim, Ballet Manila, Grand Rapids Ballet B Matt Jardine discusses performing Pet

and Joffrey Ballet. Sounds at 50
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Lopez Ochoa is known for her inventiveness and versatile expression. She creates works with strong Surprised
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As an award-winning choreographer, Lopez Ochoa’s work has been recognized internationally. Her Submarine Hot Wheels

awards include the first prize for "Replay” at the International Choreographer's Competition of

Bornem, and the "Best Classical Choreography™ for "A Streetcar Named Desire” given by the Circle of

Critics of the National Dance Award UK. She was also selected 1o participate with the New York

Exclusive premiere: Matt Choreographic Institute in 2007. Her work, "Cylindrical Shadows™ was praised by Dance Magazine Us

Brown's ‘Feel Like That' as one of the highlighted perform of 2012.

| just try to bring two worlds together,

something old and something new, ‘Dangerous Liaisons’ Ballet
because those are the two worlds | grew
up with,” Matt Brown told AXS. He Is an

The story of “Dangerous Liaisons” is a drama that can be romantic, sensual, cruel, tragic and
HishEntc; b= eyet sl nnes Wil e - 8 CeoEEeE e : y R on the network that keeps you

entertaining all at once. The complex relationship between Vicomte de Valmont and the Marquise de connected towhatyou love

Merteuil, who play a dangerous game of seduction, drives the story in both the scandalous 18th

century novel and the famous movie. The powerful 1988 movie starring Glenn Close, John Malkovich

and Michelle Pfieffer won Oscars. Grand Rapids Ballet and Annabelle Lopez Ochoa teamed up 10

create a ballet that would be true to the story and the characters.

TRENDING

stage and give the audience something to think about. When she created “A Streetcar Named 0 Dogs tortured then killed after 'free to

Lopez Ochoa hopes her choreography will bring the story of “Dangerous Liaisons™ to life on the

good home' ads
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funeral as investigation into his Desire,” she wanted to create a narrative ballet that presented real characters dealing with serious

death continues ssues relevant 1o modern audiences. She sees “Dangerous Liaisons” as a good story that examines : :

issues relevant to modern audiences. She sees “Dangerous Liaisons” as a good story that examines 01 Dog found dragging 6 pound chain
Anton Yeichin was lald to rest in a private human emotion and the consequences of betrayal. around her neck exposing main artery
funeral attended by his loved ones five ’

days after he was found dead outside of "

his home, according to People on June “With “Dangerous Liaisons,” | was wondering what it would be like to give the audience of classical Hillary Clinton almost certainly will face

. - . . . . indictment rec'd from FBEI

SR IIE T e ballet a story with real people, with real drama and a bad (tragic) ending. | wanted to convey a story

1o an adult audience about the harshness between two human beings. | wanted the story 10 be B Myrtle Beach is under a long-term no-
swim advisory

relevant to today,” says Lopez Ochoa.

This production will unfold the classic tale of love. lies and revenae with a more mod L E Terrified dog tried to cling to owner just as
Nis production will unrola the Cassic 1ale of [ove, IIEs and revenge witn a more modern approachn he was sur:enderedtubus?shelter
that makes the 18th century story relevant to today’s audience. It blends classical ballet with
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contemporary movement. Dancers will wear denim with pointe shoes. The music will be a mix of 0 Dying girl's last wish: Please, remember
to throw the ball for my service dog

classical music and techno trans music, and will play a role in the drama.

Dog dragged by neck behind truck - reward
She talks about the production, *l chose a modern look because it fits the Grand Rapids Ballet's offered

young dancers well. It contains a lot of contemporary movement. The ballet is used as a facade of
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o ; T = : ; . B ABBA reunion video: What really
the French Court. To the outside world, they have 1o behave. Emotions are shown with more happened when ABBA reunited to sing
contemporary movement. The classical music will emphasize the outer beauty and beautifu

Shih Tzu's owner gravely ill with cancer

costumes, and the techno trans music will show the ugliness inside’” :
- - ' ' N i pleads for someone to save his dog

Lopez Ochoa describes her version of the famous story, “It is more contempaorary than classical. | W Simon Cowell walks off stage with scared
want the emotions 1o be relevant to today, like it could happen today. The movement is puppy on 'Britain's Got More Talent'
contemporary infused with classical ballet. It's very theatrical. The story is important. | don’t like long
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party scenes that lose track of th
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When people see the show, Lopez Ochoa hopes the audience will enjoy it and see it as a cautionary
tale. She discusses her hopes for audience reactions, °| hope that they feel like they shouldnt play
with love. That what comes around, goes around. The two main characters are really evil people that
carry the story and use their powers to manipulate people. In the end they lose. | want 1o convey a
story about real people 1o an adult audience. Sometimes in classical ballet, the stories infantilize the

people. Why are we not talking about real people in 2016?"
Lopez Ochoa’s Choreography Style

Annabelle Lopez Ochoa considers storytelling and emotion very important to her work. She is known

for her talent for creative choreography and getting the audience 1o connect with the story on an

emaotional level.

‘I have worked a lot in theater and worked with many actors. | have a lot of respect for the process.
For me, it is very difficult 1o choreograph steps if | don't know what it is about. Once | know what the
scene is about, | can make a scene very quickly, like one hour. But it is not real yet. [t needs 10
become real people. They have to transcend the technigue and the movements. | want them to really

follow the story. It is an amazing story and | want 1o share it” says Lopez Ochoa.

When she works on a new choreography, Lopez Ochoa likes 10 collaborate with the dancers. She
comments on her approach to choreographing, “People think | come very prepared. But | don't
prepare steps. | like to come completely open. | have the music, and then | start improvising, and
people learn my steps. Then | start looking at them and it becomes an exchange on what works. Like
high fashion, | put it on their bodies and they have to express it. Then | start changing my

choreography to the people | have in front of me. That's why all my pieces look very different”

She finds the greatest challenge in choreography to be in believable storytelling. She talks about this
challenge, “In the beginning of every narrative ballet, it is very difficult to tell who is who and what

their relationship is before the drama starts. "Dangerous Liaisons™ is a very intricate story. For me, the

1

-
challenge was managing to tell the story and have people emotionally follow the story and the

drama. Sometimes, in narrative ballet, the steps are less important than how the people look at each

other and the intentions of the steps.”

Lopez Ochoa discusses the importance of inspiration in choreography, “There is some kind of special
magic in each piece. | often look at a piece later, and wonder how did | come up with that? You need
inspiration and it comes in different ways. Sometimes it is a coincidence, or it will be a step that a
dancer does, or even a mistake a dancer makes, and you know it is right for the piece_ | still don't
know how to make a choreography. I'm still learning the best way to reach the audience. My main
aim is to reach the public, not 1o make interesting movement. What inspires me most 1o create a new

work is the need 1o tell a story. The urgency of my theme has 1o be more important than the music”

Grand Rapids Ballet's ‘Dangerous Liaisons’

Grand Rapids Ballet will present the world premiere of "Dangerous Liaisons™ on Friday, Feb. 12, at
Peter Martin Wege Theatre at 341 Ellsworth SW in Grand Rapids. Six shows will be performed during

the weekends of Feb. 12-14 and Feb. 19-21. Evening shows on Fridays and Saturdays begin at 7:30

n

p.m. and matinee shows start at 2:00 p.m. on Sundays. Due to the mature nature of the storylin
parental discretion is recommended. Tickets can be purchased online at TicketMaster, or by calling

the Grand Rapids Ballet Box Office at 616-454-4771, ext. 10. Connect with Grand Rapids Ballet on

Facebook for current details on the show.

The Saturday, Feb. 13, show has already sold out. Grand Rapids Ballet shows tend to sell out The

combination of the intriguing plot of "Dangerous Liaisons,” Grand Rapids Ballet talented dancers and
Annabelle Lopez Ochoa’s inventive choreography promise another hit. Ballet fans should secure

tickets as soon as possible so they don't miss out on “Dangerous Liaisons.”
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