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Grand Rapids Ballet Examiner Gre Rapids Ballet's "Movemedia™ contemporary dance series
Read Bio is all about exploring the an of dance. For the past four years,
the popular contemporary dance series has drawn some of the -

f

industry's leading and most creative choreographers.

Movemedia II" will open today and feature the works of female
chorecgraphers Susan Jaffe, Andrea Schermoly, Penny
FEATURED VIDEO Saunders and Yuka Oba. Grand Rapids Ballet will present three
shows on Thursday, April 16, Friday, April 17, and Sunday, April
Rojo on 'Joy’ of 19 at the Peter Martin Wege Theatre. One of thes
Ballet Dancing chorecgraphers, Susan Jaffe, was a principal dancer for
American Ballet Theatre (ABT) for 20 years and is now the

Dean of Dance at University of North Carclina School of the

RELIABLE ENERGY
FOR YOUR BUSINESS.

Arts (UNCSA). Get to know choreographer Susan Jaffe, her

artistic process, and find out more about her "Movemedia II"

piece.

LEARN MORE

Susan Jaffe's Career in Ballet and Choreography

Susan Jaffe's career began almost like fairy tale, where her hard work and talent launched her into

one of the world's most prestigious ballet companies at a very early age. She came to New York at

.l

age 13 to look for dance opportunities and was soon dancing with the American Ballet Theatre's
RELATED STORIES Ballet Repertory Company (now called ABT Studio Company), a lower level company to train and

0O Cathy Rigby McCoy and Tom provide performance opportunities for dancers who are not quite ready 10 join ABT. After dancing
McCoy win 2016 Broadway Global with the Ballet Repertory Company for several years, she was noticed by ballet star Mikhail
Baryshnikov, who had recently joined ABT as the Artistic Director. She was invited to audition for ABT

and joined ABT at the young age of 18. Jaffe's hard work and talent landed her principal roles even cansnmrs Energjr » Count on Us®

his closet (once again) to tell all during her first year at ABT. She made her debut in Washington D.C's Kennedy Center dancing | = ___ -

opposite ballet star Alexander Godunov in a pas de deux.

m'sTheP_'ekngmmp,pmﬁcts . . . _
Jaffe recalls what it was like when she was given principal roles so early in her career, "It was kind of
.................................................................................................................... eI e S S R s e e e LD e e e
going to make it or not. So | worked my butt off for 10 years 1o live up to what they saw in me. It took POPULAR
.................................................................................................................... me ']::] ‘_,'E"EIS 10 !EEI :f. fee: i'(E | Was I:’“E' D'EI'ECE“I -I 1 I-|E'_=, Saw n !,_,_IE.--

. - _ _ ) Andrea Tantaros update on return as Fox
She became a critically acclaimed dancer in her 20 years as a principal dancer at ABT. She was News ‘Outnumbered’ host

known for her excellent technique and her emotional perr'o*'ﬂa'“.ce-:-. MNew York Times called her
B George Harrison featured on lost 1972

America’s Quintessential American Ballerina” George Balanchine once remarked that she looked Gary Wright album finally being released
like one of his own dancers. She danced and worked with some the industry's leading
choreographers, such as George Balanchine, Jerome Robbins, Anthony Tudor, Twyla Tharp, Jifi Results Are In: See The Best Credit Cards of -
Kylidn and Nacho Duato. She was also an internationally recognized ballerina. She performed with a1 Sponsored CompareCards.com
prominent international ballet companies like The Kirov Ballet, The Royal Ballet, The English National Foul play targeting Bobbi Kristina Brown's

Ballet, The Stuttgart Ballet and The Royal Danish Ballet. boyfriend in criminal investigation

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT She retired from ABT in 2003 and one year later co-founded the Princeton Dance & Theatre Studio SRy SACk Amped puis Ay Bakcat fux ke

exit interview
HIGHLIGHTS in Princeton, New Jersey. She wrote a children's ballet book titled, "Becoming a Ballerina" While at
the Princeton Dance & Theatre Studio, Jaffe began exploring choreographing her own pieces. Her Paparazzinot to blame in Bruce Jenner
. _ i i crash that killed woman
F charecgraphy work includes a full-length version of "The Nutcracker" "Ballet Studies" "Pop Sonata,
Carnival of the Animals,” and many others. 10 Ways to Generate Income in Retirement
Sponsored Fisher Investments
g_"‘. % Over the years, Jaffe has choreographed contemporary pieces for Princeton University, Texas B 'Poltergeist’ trailer and poster are here
..‘ -

Christian University, Configurations Dance Theater and Lemon Spongecake Contemporary Ballet. DaI Al Ci  Saarers Siery byt e
E T e e ; _ aniel Craig 'Spectre’ injury delays lates
Exi l“m Mart She also has choreographed a pas de deux piece that was performed at the Youth American Grand James Bond film
Brown's ‘Feel Like That' _ o _

Prix, and works for ABT, the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School of American Ballet and ABT's Studio

| just try to bring two worlds together, N . _ ~ - : - :
something old and something new, Company. She also earned an Honorary Doctorate from Texas Christian University in 2010 5 Mmls a.:aﬁ::me discusses performing Pet

because those are the two worlds | grew

M e Jaffe is now Dean of Dance at UNCSA. She also continues to choreograph her own works for R iaht " o i
authentic, blue-eyed soul singer with a_. ap Doctor Advice: How to Fight "Crepey Skin
UNCSA. [‘Watt:h]

Sponsored Beverly Hills MD

B ‘Fifty Shades of Grey’ ending wasn't
director’s choice

Weorking with Mikhail Baryshnikov

1san Jaffe was one of the dancers personally chosen and trained by Mikhai yshnikov during :
Susan Jaffe was one of the dancers personally chosen and trained by Mikhail Baryshnikov during 03 See pictures of the new Beatles Yellow
his years at artistic director of ABT. Baryshnikov was known simply as "Misha" to his dancers and he Submarine Hot Wheels

worked closely with them. It was an exciting time to be a professional ballet dancer at ABT.
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Jaffe talks about Ba r;,qf“nm::v s impact on ABT, "Before Misha arrived, the American Ballet Theatre's
funeral as investigation into his cor
death continues looks, height, weight. Misha had a centain look that he wanted to have in the company, and he hire

Amton Yelchin was laid to rest In a private
funeral attended by his loved ones five

s de ballet was very talented but not very uniform. It was made up of dancers of all different

o

dancers to create a more uniform co mpany ;. Also, before his time there, most principals were from

days after he was found dead outside of foreign countries. He thought that there was talent within the American Ballet Theatre, so he would Shop the
his home, according to People on .June just nourish it. | was one of those people that he nurtured. " New Hues at Lowe's
28. The 27-year-old “Star Trek™._. C

She talks about his influence on the ABT dancers, "We did some Ec.jur“r1 kov and Company tours for

the first 5 or 6 years. We would have our own little private jet, and we would go from city to city. Every

city he went to, Misha got another key to another city. He was such a big deal. It was great to be

around him because it sort of made everybody step up their game!

Jaffe's Choreography Style
TRENDING

O Dogs tortured then killed after 'free to
dance, and her years of choreographic work have created a unique style. good home' ads

Jaffe's 20 years as a princi::ual dancer for ABT, her experiences with classical and contemporary

have a classical based technique. But | like to create my own shapes. In class, | tell people, | don't B Dog found dragging 6 pound chain
e i around her neck exposing main arte
want ballet, but you still have to stand up, point your feet and stretch your legs. So it can be quite 9 -

challenging for the dancers because they have to find that balance for standing up to that classical Hillary Clinton almost certainly will face
technique but having enough -;.-'eig-*:z and freedom in the upper body to get into these kind of indictment rec'd from FBI
awkward shapes that | like to create," says Jaffe.

B Myrtle Beach is under a long-term no-
_ _ swim advisory

Jaffe describes her creative process, "For me, the music inspires me to create. Movement starts to

form in my mind. | like to work with the music rather than against it. Then, I'll go to the studio and play Terrified dog tried to cling to owner just as

: he was surrendered to busy shelter
around with movement. Then, I'l start working with the dancers at the studio. Now, | become a

sculptor and form the dance on the dancers, and work with their talents. Sometimes, I'll give the O Dying girl's last wish: Please, remember
dancers a phrase and have them work with it and see what forms. | like to work with their creativity to throw the ball for my service dog

oo Dog dragged by neck behind truck - reward

offered
'Movemedia lI' Choreography

B ABBA reunion video: What really
Jaffe's piece for Grand Rapids Ballet's "Movemedia II" is called "Weather One” It is set to the music, happened when ABBA reunited to sing

CL

Weather One by Michael Gordon. The piece is inspire / the music and reflects both the weather

¥ Shih Tzu's owner gravely ill with cancer
and human relationships. pleads for someone to save his dog
She describes her piece, "Weather One is a classical suite with a quartet, a trio, a duet and a soloist. B Simon Cowell walks off stage with scared

= 2 i u on 'Britain's Got More Talent'
Each pan of the dance represents a different part of the weather. For instance, the central couple is PUPPY
the eye of the storm. To reflect this, the couple is a dysfunctional couple and that excites passion in

them - a love/hate relationship. This forms the inner circle. The pas de deux is the weather

[11]
1]
i

surrounding that eye of the circle. They are really ferocious and out of control. Within that pas de

deux, she is being tossed from one man to the other. It is a little bit brutal as well. In the pas de

quatre, the rain is steady and these are the staple couples. The soloist is mother nature protecting

the rest of the elements of the rainstorm. All the women will be dancing on pointe”” RELIABLE ENERGY
FOR YOUR BUSINESS.

'Movemedia II' Show Times and Ticket Information

LEARN MORE

Movemedia II" opens tonight at 7:30 p.m. the Peter Martin Wege Theatre, located at 341 Ellsworth

Ave SW, Grand H’Epldﬂ. Grand Rapids Ballet will hold two more performances on Friday, April 17, at

7:30 p.m. and Sunday, April 19, at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are available for purchase online at Ticketmaster

or by calling the Grand Rapids Ballet Box Office at 616-454-4771. Consumers Energy J Counton Us®

SUGGESTED LINKS

» Grand Rapids Ballet: Get 1o know 'Movemedia II' choreographer Penny Saunders

» Grand Rapids Ballet: 'Movemedia |I' choreographer Andrew Bartee's artistic vision
» Grand Rapids Ballet: How choreographer Val Caniparoli creates 'Nutcracker' magic
» Grand Rapids Ballet: 'Movemedia |' is contemporary dance at its best

» Grand Rapids Ballet's Nutcracker delivers the magic and wonder of Christmas
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