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Donna Cherry as Zimmerman's mother
shines in "The Ballad of Trayvon Martin'

Adnienne Warber

Grand Rapids Ballet Examiner
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IO Jungle Bash, Call of the Wild,
Pittsburgh Zoo Gala

Exclusive premiere: Matt
Brown's ‘Feel Like That'

| just try to bring twio worlds together,
something old and something new,
because those are the two worlds | grew

up with,” Matt Brown told AXS_ He Is an
authentic, blue-eyed soul singer with a__

Anton Yelchin has private
funeral as investigation into his
death continues

Amton Yelchin was laid to rest In a private
funeral attended by his loved ones five
days after he was found dead outside of
his home, according to People on June
28. The 27-year-old “Star Trek™._.
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Grand Rapids Ballet brings Chris Van

Allsburg's art to life in new 'Nutcracker’
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he Mutcracker” is about the magic of Christmas and childhood imagination. The story told through

the artistry of dance ushers in the Christmas season for many West Michigan families. In much the

same manner, families all over the country love the art of children's book author/illustrator Chris Van

Allsburg, and many of his books are favorite childhood stories. Grand Rapids Ballet is taking two

classic family traditions to create a new one. This year, Grand Rapids Ballet is bringing the art of Chris

an Allsburg to life on stage in the new world premiere of "The Nutcracker” on Friday, December 12.

CR” CKER

Two Years in the Making

Patricia Barker worked with children's author/illustrator Maurice Sendak at the Pacific Northwest

Ballet to create a new version of the "Mutcracker” that has become an annual holiday tradition in
Seattle, Washington. When Barker became the artistic director of Grand Rapids Ballet, she had a
vision to create a new "Nutcracker” for Grand Rapids that would be unigue to West Michigan as a
holiday tradition, and had the potential to tour nationally. She knew Chris Van Allsburg, one o

America's most innovative picture book creators, was the best person to create the new look and

il

style of this "Nutcracker" project. Van Allsburg is also a native of Grand Rapids, which gives him a
special tie to this community project. Van Alls bL.lh has written and illustrated numerous children’s
books, many of which have become treasured childhood classics. Two of his books, "The Polar

n of Abdul Gasazi/"

Express." and "Jumanji" won Caldecott Medals, and another book, "The Garde

received a Caldecott Honor Book citation from the American Library Association.

"We have evolved in 30 years into a professional company and it was time to create something new,
1ething for this organization, and something special for this community. So we decided to

reimagine the "Mutcracker” and to work with Chris, who is from Grand Rapids," says Barker.

The selection of a set designer was a critical element so that Van Allsburg's art is presented correctly

and fluidly in the set design. Van Allsburg recommended award-winning set designer Eugene Lee 1o
ce-'elop the "Mutcracker" set. Lee won Tony awards for the set design of "Wicked," "Sweeney Todd
"Candide" He also won an Emmy award for production design for NBC's "Saturday Night Live"

Lee recently designed the new set for "The -::mgh":hof starring Jimmy Fallon.

Barker brought in Val Caniparoli of the San Francisco Ballet to do the choreography. Caniparcliis one

of America's most sought after choreographers, and has built a distinguished career over the past 35

years. He is known for his innovative choreography.

"“Val Caniparcli was my only choice for choreographer. I've worked with Val a lot over my 27 year
career. | love his ability to tell a story, and how he works with the dancers. His ability, his sense of
humor, and his professionalism shine through every single day. It had to be someone | could trust my
dancers with. Val likes to work with people in a room and in discussion. He drives the work, but

works in true collaboration with all the other artists” comments Barker.

A Cross-Country Collaboration

For two years, the creative team of Barker, Van Allsburg, Lee and Caniparoli, have developed this
new "Nutcracker” from across the miles. Barker lives in Michigan, Van Allsburg is in Massachusetts
and Lee is based in New York, Caniparoli is in California. The creative team communicated and
collaborated through visits, email and by phone. Grand Rapids Ballet executive staff and stage crew
flew to New York to work with Lee in his design shop. Van Allsburg and Caniparcli came to Grand
Rapids to collaborate with Barker and Grand Rapids Ballet staff. The world premiere of "The
Nutcracker" this weekend is the result of the artistic vision and collaboration of this creative team for

the past two years.

It is a joy to work with Chris, Eugene and Val. It is an honor to present our creative interpretation of
this cherished story to the people of Grand Rapids,” says Barker.

A Show with Special Meaning

This "Nutcracker" has special meaning for Chris Van Allsburg and the Grand Rapids community.
Grand Rapids native Chris Van Allsburg was inspired to collaborate with the Grand Rapids Ballet's
in the Festival Ballet

new "Nutcracker” project by the memory of seeing his daughter dance as Clara

Providence's production of "The Mutcracker" in Rhode Island.

For the Grand Rapids community, this "Mutcracker” is a unigue production that was created especially
for West Michigan and will be performed by the Grand Rapids

Ballet takes

Ballet dancers. When the Grand Rapids
The Nutcracker" on tour throughout the country, the show will represent the Grand
Rapids community and its artistic achievements. Grand Rapids Ballet already has some shows lined

up for a 2015 tour.

Grand Rapids Ballet Executive Director Glenn Del Vecchio comments on his hopes for audience
reaction to the show, "l hope the audience feels a sense of pride. This is a naticnal level show and it

will be performed in major metropolitan cities by our dancers, starting next year. This show is as good

as any Broadway show, and it was built in Grand Rapids, MI. This is a significant piece of art that is

done for and by Grand Rapids””
'Nutcracker' Set Installation

This week, the Grand Rapids Ballet has been installing the new "Mutcracker” set at DeVos

Performance Hall. This set is entirely new, based on Van Allsburg's art and Lee's design collaboration.
After the installation, the dancers have two days 1o rehearse on the new set before the show

premieres.

Anyone who saw the Grand Rapids Art Museum exhibition, "Re-envisioning The Nutcracker," which
opened November 20 and runs until January 11, will be struck by how much the set matches the
c-rig'nal Van AII-:-:}Jrg sketches. This was accompIiSh I by teams of artists who had to duplicate Van
e exact matches of the -::ESl-;HE—. by hand in larger sizes for

set purposes. For e::rcmple two artists recreated Van Allsburg's Drosselmeyer painting on a large

(1

backdrop by handpainting the image square by square on a grid to

matches Van Allsburg's original drawing.

C-:-'ﬂn"emir"g on the set installation process, Grand Rapids Ballet Stage Manager Melissa Slack says,
This is a time 10 make sure that all the parts and pieces come together. We're making sure we carve
out enough time for each person in each department to get everything that they need done. We're
adding little nuances in how each department needs their space. We have an 11 page schedule for
five days. We plan out every hour of the day to make sure what is going up and when it is going up

so that everything goes smoothly”

What will it be like for the dancers to dance on the new set? The rehearsals on the set will help the
dancers get oriented to the new scenery and staging.

C'woreog"apher Val Caniparoli talks about how the set installation affects the choreography, "When

\Ti cCoag

you see where the sets go, things will change daily as we work on stage. You see things differently

when you are on stage than in the studio sometimes. Choreographically things often change the

mare you see it, and it can change daily as we work on stage”
'Nutcracker' Ticket Information and Show Times

Grand Rapids Ballet will have a special viewing of the new "Nutcracker" at "The Nutcracker Premiere

Mot/

Gala" on Thursday, December 11 in partnership with Hospice of Michigan at DeVos Performance Hall.
Proceeds benefit both Hospice of Michigan and Grand Rapids Ballet. "The Nutcracker Premiere Gala”
is the first chance to see the show performed, and be in the same audience with Van Allsburg and his
family, and then to attend an afterglow party with the cast. Tickets are still available for Thursday's
gala performance at DeVos Performance Hall and the afterglow party at the Amway Grand Plaza

Hotel for $150 per person. Call Kyle Amanda Dutkiewicz at (616) 454-4771, ext. 11 1o purchase tickelts

and for more information on the gala.

The Mutcracker" ocpens on Friday, December 12, and will present eight shows that run on the
weekends of December 12-14 and December 19-21 at DeVos Performance Hall. Evening shows start
at 7:30 pm and afterncon shows start at 2:00 pm. Friday shows are at /.30 pm, Saturday shows run at
2:00 pm and 7:30 pm, and Sunday shows starting at 2:00 pm. Tickets are available for purchase at

Ticketmaster. For more information, visit the Grand Rapids Ballet website.

This is a "Nutcracker" that promises to surprise and delight the entire family.

SUGGESTED LINKS

> Grand Rapicds Ballet: Tickets on sale now for 'The Nutcracker' world premiere

» Grand Rapids Ballet: How choreographer Val Caniparoli creates 'Nutcracker' magic
> Grand Rapicds Ballet reinvents 'The Nutcracker' with 'Polar Express' author

> PNBO releases Nutcracker CD

> "The Nutcracker" a Lesson plan for the Christmas season

SHARE THIS ARTICLE

00000

Sponsored Content

We dug up the truth on what keeps engines pure. Get
the story.

Sponsored Links by Taboola [}

Michigan: A No Interest Credit Card Is
a Great Way to Pay Off Debt

Here's What Happened When | Tried

Top 15 Celebs That Are Plain Ugly
t2 Dollar Shave Club

Quiz: Can We Guess Your Highest

10 Famous Faces of Breast Cancer
fescript Education Level?

How to Lose Weight Faster, But Safely

by Taboola

MORE FROM EXAMINER

Update on brutal Clewiston dog
dragging case: Reward increased

The return of Andrea Tantaros - sortof  The Grand Opening of the National
Videogame Museum in Friscois here

Comments

We were unable to load Disqus. If you are a moderator please see our troubleshooting guide.

[
LIOSE | X |

TV NFL MIB § W8

Sponsored Content

Add a Pop of Color to An'f Space
With These 4 Tricks

By Pittsburgh Paints & Stains

1; — Add color
Inside aﬂd out. Our guide to br]gmenlng WOur
home.

SCOT KELLOGG

Professional Marketing

I successfully sell
homes for Top
Dollar.

[ (616) 293-5117 ]

616 Realty
BEAarT Ty Grand Rapids, Ml

T ADWERX

iy

Andrea Tantaros update on return as Fox
News ‘Outnumbered’ host

B George Harrison featured on lost 1972
Gary Wright album finally being released

D.C Insider Blows Whistle on Fed's Money
Game

_Sponsored Agora Financial
Foul play targeting Bobbi Kristina Brown's
boyfriend in criminal investigation

Sony hack helped push Amy Pascal for her
exit interview

Paparazzi not to blame in Bruce Jenner
crash that killed woman

Will Donald Trump Cause the Market to
Crash?

sponsorad Fisher Investments

1 'Poltergeist’ trailer and poster are here

Daniel Craig 'Spectre’ injury delays latest
James Bond film

B Matt Jardine discusses performing Pet
Sounds at 50

Doctor: How To Lift A Saggy Neck [Watc'h]

sponsored Beverly Hills MD
B ‘Fifty Shades of Grey’ ending wasn't
director's choice

0 See pictures of the new Beatles Yellow
Submarine Hot Wheels

| VIEW SPECIAL |
OFFERS

SEELYE

“BETTER SEE SEELYE™

TRENDING

B Dogs tortured then killed after 'free to
good home' ads

B Dog found dragging 6 pound chain
around her neck exposing main artery

Hillary Clinton almost certainly will face
indictment rec'd from FEI

B Mpyrtle Beach is under a long-term no-
swim advisory

Terrified dog tried to cling to owner just as
he was surrendered to busy shelter

0 Dying girl's last wish: Please, remember
to throw the ball for my service dog

Dog dragged by neck behind truck - reward
offered

B ABBA reunion video: What really
happened when ABBA reunited to sing

Shih Tzu's owner gravely ill with cancer
pleads for someone to save his dog

B Simon Cowell walks off stage with scared
puppy on 'Britain's Got More Talent'

(1]

Take the PLEDGE. %“Hﬁ'ﬁi



